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Background
The Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) requires that state agencies 
overseeing Part C (birth through 2 years of age) and Part B Preschool (ages 3 
through 5) submit data on child outcomes annually. In February 2015, states 
reported data on the progress of all children who exited the programs between 
July 1, 2013, and June 30, 2014. This was the sixth time that states reported child 
outcomes data. OSEP does not require specific tools or methodologies, so states 
use a variety of approaches to collect the data. See Table 1 for information about 
approaches by states and territories. 
Table 1. State Approaches to Collecting Outcomes Data

Approach Part C  
(N = 56)

Preschool  
(N = 59)

Child Outcomes Summary (COS) process 43 (77%) 42 (71%)

One tool statewide 8 (14%) 9 (15%)

Publishers’ online analysis 2 (4%) 6 (10%)

Other approaches 3 (5%) 2 (3%)

States report data for five Progress Categories and two Summary Statements for 
each of three Child Outcomes.

Child Outcomes
Percent of infants and toddlers/preschoolers with IFSPs/IEPs who demonstrate 
improved:

A. Positive social-emotional skills (including social relationships); 
B. Acquisition and use of knowledge and skills (including 

early language/ communication); and 
C. Use of appropriate behaviors to meet their needs

Progress Categories
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OSEP Progress Categories as Developmental Trajectories

e. Functioning like
same-aged peers

d. Improved
functioning to that of
same-aged peers

c. Moved closer to
functioning like same-
aged peers

b. Improved
functioning, no change
in trajectory

a. Did not improve
functioning
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Summary Statements

1. Of those children who entered or exited the program below 
age expectations in each outcome, the percentage who 
substantially increased their rate of growth by the time they 
turned 3 years of age (for Part C) or 6 years of age (for Part B 
Preschool) or exited the program. (c+d)/(a+b+c+d)

2. The percentage of children who were functioning within age 
expectations in each outcome by the time they turned 3 years 
of age (for Part C) or 6 years of age (for Part B Preschool) or 
exited the program. (d+e)/(a+b+c+d+e)

Quality of the Outcomes Data
ECTA and DaSy explored three approaches to computing national 
estimates:

1. Averaging the state percentages across the states (each state 
weighted as one). 

2. Including all states and weighting their percentages by child 
count.

3. Using the states with the highest quality data and weighting 
their percentages to represent all states in their cell (based 
on child count). Data quality was determined by looking 
at the extent of missing data and patterns in the progress 
categories. See Table 2 for the number of states included in 
the high quality data across years. 

Ultimately, we used approach 3 to produce the national estimates 
under the assumption that states with poor-quality data were 
introducing error into the national estimates. The findings from the 
three methods are presented for comparison.

Table 2. States Included in Analysis of High-quality Data across Years 

2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14

Part C 19 29 39 33 41 47

Part B Preschool 15 33 36 39 41 43

One indication of data quality is stability in the measurement. We 
looked at the stability of measurement three different ways

1. Across methods for computing the estimates (Figure 1)
2. Across time (Figure 2)
3. Over time across states (Figure 3)

Figure 1: Part C Percentage of Children Exiting at Age Expectation 
Compared across Three Methods for Computing National Estimate, 
2013-2014
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Figure 2. Child Outcome Data across Years
Part C—Early Intervention: Data Across Years
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Part B—Preschool: Data Across Years
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Figure 3. State Variation across All States: Exited within Age 
Expectations—Knowledge and Skills, 2013-2014

Part C—Early Intervention (birth through age 2): Exited Within Age Expectations–Knowledge and Skills
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Part B-619—Preschool (ages 3 through 5): Exited Within Age Expectations–Knowledge and Skills
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Discussion
Issues to consider:

� Would it be possible to determine a level of performance on child 
outcomes that would be considered sufficient?

� What are possible interpretations for consistent state performance far 
below the national estimates? Far above national estimates?
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